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SIMON GAON’S PAINTINGS ARE THE EXHILARATING,
passionate, romantic, poetic, and deeply sincere expressions of a natural artist.
No theories, schools, -isms, or -ologies allowed. For Gaon a painting is the

result of a process of discovery, not a story or a statement. It grows intuitively from
vision, memory, feeling, and the physical properties of brush and paint. There is no
plan, only a fiery impulse and a knowledge of the medium earned over many years of
daily practice.

The results are heavy, sticky, fragrant. They take ages to dry. Gaon lavishes color upon
canvas with the élan of a chef. His gobs of paint are thick, succulent, juicy. His work
demonstrates a massive visual appetite. Its subjects (its ostensible subjects) are his
excuse to act out the excitement of exploring the medium. He paints roiling tempests
and fires at sea, Ferris wheels, city lights, luxuriant gardens—whatever gets him in the
cathartic frame of mind.

The landscapes in the current show, from the Sunset on a Lake series, are such an explo-
ration. These variations on a theme derive from childhood memories of boating at
summer camp, but what they really are is an adventure in the possibilities of pigment
and accident. He wants to prove he can paint as an expressionist every bit as well as
the Abstract Expressionists without being abstract.

Then there are Gaon’s portraits, in which his process of discovery embraces a deep
sympathy for the outsiders—the homeless men, prostitutes, mountebanks, and café
philosophers—who are his subjects. These paintings, like the seascapes, are popular in
northern Europe. Americans often find them too dark, too deep, too serious—which is
a shame, because they are really objects of wonder. Melancholy or tragic though his
subjects may be, Gaon’s work is at heart exuberant. He takes glee in pushing the
boundaries of what he can do in his investigations of color and texture.

“Why,” he asks, “should the abstract painters have all the fun?”

Val Schaffner
Nabi Gallery

 



Lake at Sunset II, 2008, oil on canvas, 50 x 54 inches

 



Self Portrait, 2008, oil on canvas, 36 x 24 inches



No Parking, 2008, oil on canvas, 36 x 24 inches



Yankee Fan, 2007, oil on canvas, 36 x 24 inches



Homeless Man, 2008, oil on canvas, 36 x 24 inches



Lake at Sunset III, 2007, oil on canvas, 50 x 54 inches



Lake at Sunset IV, 2007, oil on canvas, 50 x 54 inches



Young Man on Wadsorth Ave., 2007, oil on canvas, 36 x 24 inches



Lake at Sunset V, 2007, oil on canvas, 50 x 54 inches



Bellhop, 2008, oil on canvas, 36 x 24 inches



Lake at Sunset VI, 2007, oil on canvas, 50 x 54 inches



Tsunami, 2007, oil on canvas, 72 x 72 inches



Lake at Sunset VII, 2007, oil on canvas, 50 x 54 inches



Lake at Sunset VIII, 2007, oil on canvas, 50 x 54 inches



Lake at Sunset IX, 2007, oil on canvas, 50 x 54 inches



Homeless Man, 2008, oil on canvas, 50 x 54 inches



Lake at Sunset X, 2007, oil on canvas, 50 x 54 inches
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